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Finding Oasis was the 
best thing that could 
have happened to me.

“
”

Moises’s Story 
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Letter from the 
Executive Director

T his year,  Oasis strove to mitigate the continued impact of 

the pandemic on the LGBTQ+ immigrant community. In 2021, 

LGBTQ+ immigrants were significantly more likely to suffer 

from mental health challenges, employment and income loss and hous-

ing instability. 

Informed by this need, Oasis created dozens of new community part-

nerships, ensuring pipelines of access for new clients and prioritizing 

at-risk communities, including HIV+ asylum seekers. Our team secured 

over 400 work-authorization documents, provided 340 clients with com-

prehensive case management, and trained over 700 legal advocates to 

ensure access to employment, benefits and quality legal representation. 

Together, we enter 2022 with trauma-informed direct legal representa-

tion for LGBTQ+ asylum seekers at the core of our holistic service model 

as we continue to center our clients’ voices, expand asylum training and 

support to attorneys nationwide, and advocate for critical reforms.

In community,

Caroline Kornfield Roberts 
Executive Director
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A t just 17 years old,  Moises fled 

to the U.S. from Mexico. He suffered 

severe harm and death threats from 

his family because he is gay. 

“I knew that if I ever went back, I would be 

killed.”

That was in 1989, and for the next 30 years, 

Moises lived undocumented, “in the closet,” 

and in fear. Without legal status, he could not 

finish his college education and was forced to 

abandon his dreams. He suffered from debil-

itating depression.

Finally, he realized he needed help. A part-

ner nonprofit referred him to Oasis, and his 

application for asylum was filed in 2020. Like 

hundreds of others, his case fell into the 

immigration backlog, with no asylum hearing 

in sight, but in 2021 he received his tempo-

rary work authorization. 

“Finding Oasis was the best thing that could 

have happened to me. Oasis connected 

me to a nonprofit providing free computer 

coding classes…The program gave me 

resources and helped me realize that I want 

to pursue a career in coding.”

Moises was also referred to therapy at 

Partnerships for Trauma Recovery. “I am now 

seeing a wonderful [therapist] every week. I 

really identify and feel comfortable with her.”

Now 49, Moises finally feels like he can start 

his life. “I feel so liberated, like I can finally 

breathe and stop lying about who I am. I 

had completely lost hope and [Oasis] gave 

it back to me.”

LGBTQ+ asylum seekers whose 
cases are currently backlogged 

with no hearing date in sight.

700+
Oasis continues to represent

Moises’s Story
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Pablo’s Story

What drew you to Oasis and working 
with LGBTQ+ immigrants?

As a queer immigrant who grew up transna-

tionally, the intersection of these identities 

has always been a passion for me. I was born 

in Chile a year after the totalitarian dictator-

ship ended, and when I was young, Chilean 

society was still quite homophobic and 

oppressive towards minorities. I have always 

felt lucky to not have experienced that myself, 

and I wanted to give back to my community.

Can you give an example of a moment that 
you felt that you accomplished something 
very exciting or important for a client? 

One of my clients is Indigenous, primarily 

speaks an Indigenous language, and iden-

tifies as transgender feminine. I helped her 

navigate complex social-service and employ-

ment systems, empowering her to make her 

own decisions. She is now employed full time 

after years of piecemeal self-employment 

and contract labor, enrolled in ESL classes, 

and has access to computer literacy for the 

first time in her life. 

Have you worked with any clients where 
you believe that the advocacy and 
support you are giving them is changing 
the trajectory of their life? 

Recently, we significantly expanded our med-

ical and mental-health partnerships to better 

serve HIV+ and high-risk clients thanks to a 

generous grant from Gilead Sciences, Inc. 

Because clients often tell me that their psy-

chologists don’t talk to them or tell them what 

medications they are on or why, I work with 

them to feel able to ask important questions 

about their care and advocate when they 

believe they need to change their treatment. 

What about your work makes you smile? 

Our clients have often experienced some 

form of state-sanctioned abuse or neglect, so 

as an authority figure, it is important I do not 

re-traumatize them. When clients say they 

feel validated and respected it makes me 

happy. One client told me, “you helped me 

become aware of how deep I am going, and 

how comfortable I am with that, so that I can 

learn to pace myself and feel in control when 

I talk about hard things.” 

PABLO BAEZA BREINBAUR
OASIS CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER
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of Oasis clients have lived in the 
U.S. for 10+ years before they 
are able to apply for asylum. 

OVER 
50%

What do you find challenging about your job?

It’s hard when I have to be honest about the 

lack of resources in certain areas. For some 

clients, especially those struggling with 

homelessness who cannot yet qualify for 

work authorization or benefits, there is often 

no good option. I share the basic informa-

tion about drop-in centers, housing-authority 

waitlists and the 211 hotline, but those pro-

cesses take time and require navigating 

complex systems.

What has been your experience working 
with the Oasis team over the past year?

I have found working at Oasis to be a blessing. 

It is a warm and collaborative environment 

and I have found my coworkers are deeply 

committed to process and learning, while at 

the same time delivering a high volume of 

professional services. Having a community 

where we really look out for each other has 

been important for me. 



Asri’s artwork:  
“The ALiEN,” “The 
Art Monster” and 
“The Haram One”

AFGHAN PAROLE PETITIONS STAGNATE IN U.S. IMMIGRATION SYSTEM 

Over 30,000 Afghans applied for humanitarian parole when the Taliban 

took control of their country, including many LGBTQ+ Afghans whose 

lives are now in grave danger. Unfortunately, United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Service’s (USCIS’s) processing of all humanitarian parole appli-

cations has stagnated, without any mechanism for screening those who 

remain stranded in Afghanistan—and no plan to facilitate their safe passage 

to other countries. To date, USCIS has only processed a few of the thousands 

of applications, denied many others for not having enough proof, and is still 

sitting on 11.5 million dollars in filing fees. Oasis continues to strongly urge 

the administration to protect the rights of LGBTQ+ Afghans.

Programmatic Update

Najib Faizi, the first man from Afghanistan 
to publicly declare himself a drag queen. 
(International Rescue Committee)

Take Action: Reach out to your congressional representatives today to let them know that 
they must work to secure safe passage for LGBTQ+ Afghan humanitarian parole applicants.



I n 2019,  I was an international 

student at U.C. Berkeley, just 

beginning to understand my 

identity as a gender-noncornform-

ing Indonesian trans woman. At a 

presentation of the Berkeley Queer 

Student Union, Oasis attorney Ari 

Jones offered information about 

asylum for LGBTQ+ immigrants. 

I knew I needed to learn more, 

so I volunteered at Oasis’s 2019 

Fundraising Gala. From the coat-

check stand, I watched the drag 

performances and heard the stories 

of those who had won asylum. 

In Indonesia, a conservative Muslim 

country, living as a trans person 

is treacherous. The vibrant and 

resilient trans community is forced 

underground, in danger and on the 

margins. Coming out in the U.S., 

I lived with the fear that I would 

have to return to Indonesia, where 

I would have no support and be at 

risk of harm all the time. 

In 2019, with Oasis’s help, I applied 

for asylum, and in March of 2020, 

my case was granted. A weight was 

lifted off my shoulders, and my life 

is no longer in jeopardy. I can see 

a future for myself now, and 

I am finally free to introduce 

my true self to my family. 

Without asylum that would 

never have been possible. 

I now have a full-time job 

working at a local nonprofit 

teaching art to children 

around the Bay Area. 

Working with art has been 

such a blessing for me, and 

so rewarding.

In 2021, Oasis attorney Ari helped 

me apply for permanent residency. 

During this process, I mentioned 

my struggle to find culturally com-

petent mental healthcare, and the 

desire to legally change my name 

and gender. Navigating the various 

bureaucracies on my own was chal-

lenging, and I felt very alone. Ari 

referred me to Oasis’s social worker, 

Pablo, who connected me with a 

mental-health provider specializ-

ing in queer-competent care. Pablo 

also helped me file the paperwork 

to legally affirm my name and 

gender on my identity documents, 

a big positive step forward for me.

There are no other organizations 

doing this work like Oasis. Oasis is 

truly a community, supporting vul-

nerable members of society with 

nowhere else to turn. There are so 

many like me who are marginal-

ized because of our intersectional 

identities. 

Because of Oasis, we can finally 

embrace who we are and live 

openly. My dream is to be an artist 

and to share my narrative through 

art. This would never have been 

possible if I were forced to return to 

Indonesia. Now, I have the freedom 

to create art and show my work to 

the world. 

Asri’s Story
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work authorization 
documents secured for 

LGBTQ+ immigrants

408

LGBTQ+ new asylum 
seekers represented

121
LGBTQ+ immigrants 

represented applying for 
permanent residency

140

Green cards obtained 
for LGBTQ+ immigrants

108 Legal representatives 
trained on how to represent 

LGBTQ+ asylum seekers

777
LGBTQ+ immigrants provided 

holistic case management 
and wrap-around support

341

2021 By the Numbers
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$243,754 
Client Fees

$95,018 
Special Events

$14,678 
Misc. Revenue

$11,526 
In-Kind Donations

$657,300  
Foundation Grants

$377,234 
Government Contracts

$267,031 
Individual Donations

$1,044,756 
Programs

$109,387 
Admin

$144,088 
Fundraising

SOURCE OF FUNDS USE OF FUNDS

TOTAL: $1,666,541 TOTAL: $1,298,231
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County of Santa Clara,  
Immigrant Services Funding 

van Löben Sels/
RembeRock Foundation

Zellerbach Family Foundation 

Firedoll Foundation 

Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation

Horizons Foundation 

Bigglesworth Family Foundation 

Legal Services Funders Network 

Gilead Sciences, Inc.

Mental Wellness Foundation

State of California,  
Dept. of Social Services

Chan Zuckerberg Initiative

Equality California

East Bay Community 
Foundation

Y & H Soda Foundation

Delta Dental Community 
Care Foundation

Imperial Council of 
San Francisco

The Morrison & Foerster 
Foundation

The Swig Foundation

Ghazwan Alsharif

AsiaSF

Joan Baez

Berkeley Rep

Sam & Melissa Bookin

Craig Calderwood

Cream Co. Meats

Downtown Wine Merchants

Don & Cynthia Eng

Gargalicana/Graceffa LLP

Nikki Greene

Marc Ellen Hamel

Jericho Canyon

Leaning Tower of Pizza

Marisa Mason

Daniel & Ferdie Ostrow

Richmond Country Club

Barbara & David Roberts

Royal Coffee

Jill Schlichtmann & David Wool 

Shakewell

SpiritRock Meditation Center

Institutional Funders

In-Kind Donors
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2021 Oasis Awards

SYLVIA RIVERA LEGACY AWARD 

Sylvia Rivera was a trans Latinx activist and tireless 

advocate against the exclusion of people of color, 

transgender and low-income members from the 

American Gay Liberation movement. Oasis’s Sylvia 

Rivera Legacy Award honors her lifelong commitment 

by recognizing an individual who has dedicated them-

selves to doing the vital day-to-day work needed to 

protect and advocate for our community’s most vul-

nerable members. In 2021, our award went to Nicole 

Santamaria, who has been supporting transgender 

women and survivors of anti-LGBTQ+ violence for 

over 15 years. As the Executive Director at El/La Para 

TransLatinas, Nicole strives to nurture a community 

that protects and empowers translatinas.

TITA AIDA ADVOCACY AWARD 

Nicky Calma, also known as Tita Aida, is a trans activ-

ist and Filipina immigrant who has spent over 20 

years working to increase access to AIDS prevention 

and treatment services for those on the margins of 

already-marginalized communities. In honor of her 

work and legacy, Oasis’s Tita Aida Advocacy Award 

recognizes organizations, businesses and groups 

providing exceptional resources and services to 

the LGBTQ+ immigrant community. Our inaugural 

recipient in 2021 was Gilead Sciences, chosen for its 

pioneering work in HIV/AIDS antiretroviral therapy.  

Gilead continues to invest in underserved members of 

our community through its ongoing support for HIV+ 

LGBTQ+ asylum seekers at Oasis.
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$ 5 0 K +
Anonymous

$ 3 0 K +
A. Lijphart & G. Meyers

$ 2 0 K +
Anonymous
Shawna Hartman Brotsky
     & Dan Brotsky 

$ 1 0 K +
Brach Family Fund
Discord, Inc.
Give Now Fund of
     Horizons Foundation
Anna Evasdotter Lijphart
The Principe-O’Farrell Family

$ 5 K +
Andy Abowitz &
     Michael Levin 
Myra & Drew Goodman 
Bill & Renée Sherer
Jerry & Melody
     Howe Weintraub
Pamela Weiss &
     Eugene Cash 

$ 2 K +
Anonymous
Carla Befera 
Dani Bowling 
China Brotsky & Dan Roth 
Jennifer R. Clark
Gavin/White
     Empowerment Fund
Jack Kornfield &
     Trudy Goodman 
Ruth MacNaughton &
     Harold Spencer 

Hal Nathan 
Norman & Elaine Polsky
     Family Charitable
     Foundation
Vanguard Properties 

$ 1 K +
American Immigration
    Lawyers Association (AILA)
    - Northern California Chapter
Anonymous
Carol Baker 
Barry & Kathleen Blue 
Brickyard Family Fund (A)
Laurie Drabble 
Eric Hsu & James Chambers
     Charitable Fund of
     Horizons Foundation
Gerson García Piñeda
Gargalicana/Graceffa LLP
Rebecca Henderson 
Hugh & Elizabeth Fullerton
     Full Circle Fund
Nanette Joslyn King
     & Russell King 
Laurence Kornfield &
     Catherine Bauman 
Liana Chenoweth Kornfield 
Kramer Levin Naftalis &
     Frankel LLP
Jeff Krause &
     Cynthia Neiman 
Antony Lijphart 
Lorraine & Victor Honig
     Fund for Social Change
Lusen Mendel &
     Ann Schnuer 
Barbara Mitchell 
Daniel & Ferdie Ostrow 
Janet Roberts 
Royal Coffee
Stanford Sesser 

Mani Sheik &
     Coleen Dowling 
Dan Slaughter 
Michael Stateczny 
Angelica Thieriot 

$ 5 0 0 +
ACLU of Northern California
Anonymous
Amelia Arambula 
Anna Bethke 
Eric & Cara Bingham 
Sam & Melissa Bookin
Kyla Brown & 
     Daniel Benjamin 
Melida Cardenas 
Catherine Blair Carleton 
Barbara Carter 
ChangeLawyers
Karen Christianson 
Brian Clahan 
David Cremins 
Don & Cynthia Eng 
Elyssa Figari & Kevin Decker 
Victor Garcia 
The Grace Family
Haas Family Charitable
     Giving Fund
Barbara Hugli-Jones 
Gary Jones 
Karen & Bob Kustel 
Vicki Laden 
Dennis Lee 
Susan Levin 
Kristen Loomis 
Phillip Moffitt 
NJP Litigation
     Consulting/West
Tracy Noble 
David Oppenheimer 
Rainbow Grocery
     Cooperative, Inc.

Katherine Raven 
Viktor & Annie Reinhardt 
Michael Rittersbacher 
Barbara & David Roberts 
Caroline & James Roberts 
Jeffrey Schottenstein 
Richard & Louise Severy 
Deborah Shefler 
Silva Urban Charitable
     Gift Fund
Ian Patrick Sobieski 
Eva Tamm 
Patricia-Lynn Thorndike 
Theresa Wagner 
Millie Wright 

$ 3 0 0 +
Ashley Akenson 
Anonymous
Tess Ayers 
James & Jane Baraz
Franca Barchiesi 
Chris Becker 
Jenica Bedford-Pugh 
Jane Belmont 
Leigh Berg 
Ellen Brotsky & Lew Williams 
Tina Cervin 
Cameron Fleming 
Karyn Forsyth 
Herman Gill 
Joan Hooper &
     Michael Laplante 
Anne Lamott 
Jena Lee & 
     Rowena Gargalicana
Micki McElya 
Holly & Richard Mines 
Kim Mulder 
Anne Perkins 
Rhina Ramos &
     Shinobu Ogasawara 

Karen Rao 
Kenneth Russell
Paul Saunders 
Lorna Strutt 
Mike Vargas & Staci Glovsky 
Heather Wolf 
Emily Wu 
David Yule 

$ 2 0 0 +
Andrea Allen 
Andy & Suzi
Nancy Angelo 
Anonymous
Emyleen Bell 
Michelle Berg 
Tara Brach 
Kate Brick 
Buchting Family Fund of
     Horizons Foundation
James Burnett-Herkes 
Mollie Clarke 
Greg Clinton 
M. Gabriela Contreras Petri 
Joe & Karen Crabtree 
Jason Dixon 
Sandra Dunsmore 
Merany Eldridge 
Ostrow Electric
Keri Ferencz 
Brennan Figari & Ante Jurlin 
Colette Filatreau 
Arata Goto & 
     Rubén Garibaldo 
Sofia Haffenreffer 
Lois Heaney 
Rachel Henry 
Lisa Honig & Dale Schroedel 
Impact Media Partners, LLC
Theo Koffler 
Ann O. Koloski-Ostrow &
     Steven E. Ostrow

Individual Donors
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OASIS LEGAL SERVICES!
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Lita Krowech 
Stephanie Leland
Gail Machlis 
Michelle Mankins 
Dave Marsey 
Gina Maya 
Kathleen McDonough 
Peter Mcevoy 
Evan & Jennifer Melcher 
Mary E. Mogee 
Maria Elena Paniagua 
Marcos Perez 
Lena Plamondon 
Lidia Rodriguez Carranza 
Susan Ryan 
Javier L. Silvacvja 
Lauren Sims 
Vanee Songsiridej 
Billie Warden & Dave Port 
Matt West 
Melanie Westfield &
     Gabriel Ramsey 

$ 1 0 0 +
Jan Aaftink
Janelle Aaker
Christina Affholder
Rich Alter
Sue Amar
Lisa Anderson
Allyson Appen
David Arond
Catherine Augier
Deb Baciocco
Frank & Arietta Balestreri
Mary & Kai Bannon
Kera Bartlett Binns
Melody Baumgartner
Rachel Berry-Millett
Arunashree Bhamidipati
Sarah Birge
Vicki Block
Anne Bluethenthal
Rachel Bobren
Anne & Daniel Bookin
Amy Boyd
Katie Boynton & Alex Leitzel
Eleanor Breslin
Isaak Brown
Alejandra Caja
Michael J Calvelli

Elizabeth Campbell
Sharon Carey
Lorraine Carlson
Anne, Ava & Sam Carter &
     Becky Lockman
Kim Carter
Gabriela Casal
Toni Casal
Andrea Christensen
Catharine Clark
Roseanne Clark
Emily Clarkson
Pamela Cole
Edie Coletti
Timothy Cottrell
Iury Faria Da Silva
Vinicius De Andrade Carotti
L de Godoy
Victor De La Rosa
Jim & Hildy DeFrisco
Kellie Delaney
TerraLea Dennis
Jill Dickerson
Dorothy Diggs
Mary Disse
Sharlene Dorsey
Celeste & John Dougherty
Deb Dyson
Susan Elsom
Joseph Elson
Arline Epstein
Mayra Esparza
David Ezra
Eva Fajardo
Dianne Fetchick
Tom Finlay
Gail Follansbee &
     Jimmie Robinson
Natasha Fraley
Kate Frankforter
Michelle Frisch
Andrea Gabbay
William Gibbons
Tess Glynn
Judith Gold Bloom
Michael Goldman
Monica Gormley
Ezekiel Gorrocino &
     Robert Lemons
Deb Graceffa
Linda Graham

Rory Green
Naijia Guo
Lorie Hamermesh
Gillian Hamilton
Sue Hansen
Scott Harrison
Raheel Hayat
Christine Henke-Bösch
Susan Hester
Karen Hobbs
Peter Holmes
Kimberly Holt
Lindsay Hosford
Maria Anna Katherina 
Hreschchyshyn & Loren
Nancy Ibold
Catherine Iura
Caroline Jackson
Heather Jackson
Juilene Johnston
Ari Jones & David Krause
Taylor Joyce
Dajenya Kafele
Bess Kane
Laini Katheiser
Amanda Kendrick
Duncan Kerr
Stephen H Kinsey
Susan Kistin
Kai Knight
Paul Koethe
Samuel Kornfield
Naomi Krantz
Nora LaPointe
Bob Lappin
Amyla Lavric
Johnny Laychaypha
Donna & Mark Lee
Luiza Leite
Mia Leonard
Frances Leske
Caesar Libonati
Patricia A Longoria
Xochitl Lopez
Claudia Love
D’Arcy Lyness
Rosemary Mann
Dennis Manning
Gene Marchi
Daniel Margala
Paul Markey

John Martin & Bernard Arias
Paul Martin
Maricruz Martinez
Iliani Matisse
Alice McCarley
Lillian McDonell
Paul Mcevoy
Jacqueline McLean
Geoffrey McNally
Anibal Mejia
Paul Menninger
Anupama Menon
Joyce Miller
Kenneth Miller
Lonnie Mizunaga
Melody Morales
Patrick Moran
Wendy Moran
Daniel Moreno
Scott & Julie Morrison
Timi Most
Anita Mukherji
Kathleen Murphy
Ross Nelson & Julia Egan
Jonathan Nichols
Mara Nieto
Cristina Noyes
David Noyes
Theresa O’Connor
sujo Offield
Hilde Olaerts
Peter Ollongren
Susan Peason
Jason Pell
Ann Peters
Lori Pine
Nancy Powell
Edward Quiroz
Wai Ming Catherine
     Robinson Chai
Patrick Rogers
Donna Rose
Monica Rose
Sarah Rosedale
Carol Rosenfeld
Jean & Willie Ross
Jessica Ruiz
Daniel Saevitz
Jess Salomon &
     Eman El-Husseini
Alex Sanchez

Sidney W Schuman
Sean Sell
Tobias Sextl
Cindy Shamban
Bonnie Shelley
Randall Shields
Amalia Skilton
Kyle Smith
Stephen Smith
Deborah Soglin
Rochelle Somers
Jeffrey Spector
Francis St Amant
Constance Stallard
Marthe Stanek
Diana Stark
Catherine Stentzel
Brian Steppacher
William Stevens & 
     Sarah Gopher-Stevens
Pamela Still
Ruth Stroup
Marge Sussman
Mindy Taira-Kaplan
Stephanie A Teitsworth
Nancy Thompson &
     Gary Tavetian
Chris Tiedemann
Gwen Uri
Maggie Van Dop
joske Van Noten
Richard Vaughan
Lise Viga-Gerhardsen
Margaret Wallace
Meghan Walsh
Jiahan Wang
Gregory Ward
Jill Warnick
Whitney Washington
Daniel Wasserman
Lisa Watson
William Weihl
Eve Wenger
Cathleen Williams &
     Mark Merin
Matilda Williams
Rachel Williams
Rebecca Williams
Colin Wright
Elizabeth A Yount
Leva Zand
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Board Members

Rev. Rhina Ramos
Co-Chair

Anna Lijphart
Co-Chair

Jena Lee
Treasurer

Victor Garcia Ann Schnuer

Jack Kornfield Kathleen Schwarz
Secretary

Omar Garcia Gerson PinedaKorab Zuka

Volunteers Interns
Suzan Boulad
Daniel Brotsky
Sarah Bruno
Martha Campos
David Cremins
Kellie Delaney
Josette Domokos
Luiz Fernandes
Jo Gbujama
Stuart Goldstein
Raheel Hayat
Nanette Joslyn King
Elizabeth Lentzen-Chang

Rich Levin
Littler Mendelson P.C.
Barbara Mitchell
Morrison & Foerster
Michael Rittersbacher
Janet Saevitz
Kathy Schwarz
Richard Severy
Bill Sherer
John Skonberg
Alexandra Wilson
Dylan Woodbury

Pa r a l e g a l  I n t e r n s
Isaiah Applebaum
Joida Bernal 
Yesenia Smith Gonzalez
Millie Hernandez
Giovana Lozano-Rico
Gilda Temaj Marroquin
Ana Martinez
Rodrigo Martinez
Isabella Michelucci
Raya Mused
Melissa Navas
Katya Palacios
Hazel Perez
Maria Perez
Ashley Santizo Vieyra

L aw  S t u d e n t  I n t e r n s
Caroline Barros
Becca Holt
Michelle Garcia
Daniela Medina
Jennifer Ramirez
Iman Shah
Slater Stanley

We are grateful for each of our volunteers and interns. 
If you are interested in getting involved with us, visit: 
www.oasislegalservices.org/get-involved
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“In November, my co-chair, Anna Lijphart, and I visited El 

Salvador to learn about the conditions of the LGBTQI commu-

nity. It saddened my heart to find that hate crimes against the 

community continue to go unpunished, that no laws protect 

LGBTQI  persons from hate crimes and discrimination. What 

Oasis Legal Services does saves lives and is essential. I am proud 

to be a co-chair of the board of directors.”

~ Rev. Rhina Ramos

L to R: Anna, Liz Muñoz (vicar at Santiago/St. James 
Episcopal Church in Oakland; bisexual Chicana activ-
ist and community organizer), Catalina (trans woman 
and Director of Community Activities at Diké), Rhina

OASIS CONTINUES TO FIGHT FOR THE  
RIGHTS OF ASYLUM SEEKERS NATIONWIDE 

On November 11, 2021, Oasis supported our client Jack S. in suing the 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to protect the right of asylum 

seekers to maintain work authorization while their cases are pending in 

government backlogs, often for years. This nationwide class-action law-

suit challenges DHS’s failure to renew the lawful work authorizations of 

asylum seekers in a timely manner and seeks to compel them to take the 

necessary steps to address delays in adjudication of employment-author-

ization renewal applications for thousands of asylum seekers. 

Programmatic Update

“I enjoyed my job and it brought meaning to my life… I have now been waiting almost seven 
months for USCIS to renew my work permit and I am desperate to start working again and 
regain the physical and emotional stability my life used to have.”  – Oasis client Jack S.
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